Partners in Global Citizenship

The number of young people now making the transition to adulthood, particularly in developing countries and transitional democracies, represent a global challenge of unprecedented scope--in terms of health/harm reduction, education, economic productivity and, most of all, socialization in responsible citizenship. Many solutions will be required of nations and the international community. Most of these solutions cannot be imposed from outside, by carpetbaggers or international bureaucrats, but must evolve effectively from within. Development of indigenous programs of employment, service, and social integration for young people, in collaboration with international networks, is one promising approach to the compelling need for development of new skills, attitudes and responsible citizenship by young people worldwide. 

Partners in Global Citizenship represents one tangible strategy to address this 

compelling need. The heart of this strategy is organizing an interactive, international youth service demonstration that engages 10,000 young people from thirty countries over five years in a program giving young adults skills in global citizenship and NGO organizational development. The initiative includes the selection and training of talented young adult men and women being prepared for leadership roles in the NGOs they represent. These young leaders will train for 6-12 months outside their own country in a multinational team of peers from around the world. 

The Partners initiative has three key goals. One is to provide participants with an intense experience in youth development, the ethic of service, and global citizenship--with all the subsequent ramifications in their lives and careers. In particular, the aim is for the first 10,000 young adults to become career professionals for building organizational capacities and expanding networks of community service programming in secondary and higher education and other institutions of civil society. 

A second goal is mobilizing the partner organizations for a unified, international demonstration of youth service programming. Properly framed and implemented, the demonstration will receive high visibility both nationally and internationally. It will also have a specific and expanding legacy of advances in organizational capacities, expertise, and fresh leadership. 

A third goal, at the policy impact level, is to "explode" youth service programming and policy impact internationally with governments, educational institutions, civil society organizations, and potential funding allies within the participating countries and more broadly. This can be achieved by integrating existing programming and policy developments supported by foundations like Ford and the Open Society Institute, the European Union YOUTH Programme, Council of Europe, InterAmerican Development Bank, the United Nations, International Youth Foundation, and others into the initiative. 

World Corps and Youth Service International, the initial organizers of this effort, wish to take advantage of the YES summit to explore this idea with potential partner NGOs and with funders from around the world. Our session will give Summit attendees the opportunity to provide feedback at an early stage and to consider involvement in this effort. 

