YOUTH EMPLOYMENT SUMMIT 2002

Alexandria, 6 – 11 September 2002

OPEN SESSION

Cities, Crime and Youth Employment: which role for local governments?

CONFERENCE ORGANISERS

United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN HABITAT)

SESSION BRIEF 

Cities are often synonymous with increasing youth violence and crime. Urban violence destroys the social fabrics of cities eroding the social capital of the most poor, manifesting weak family bondage’s, school drop-outs, youth unemployment, and thus leading to a real constraint in development. This new situation with its multiple manifestations has forced cities to take a new approach on urban violence focussing on prevention. The success of this preventive approach and strategy can be evidenced by a number of city experiences in Africa and other continents.

The workshop will discuss the role of cities and the strategies for intervention within the context of youth at risk in Africa cities. It will discuss the roles of the city government and give particular attention to the reintegration strategy of youth employment in the context of a healthy economy that allows for civic vitality and social interaction. The purpose of these session is to provide a forum for delegates to exchange ideas and strategies that have worked on youth employment as a reintegration strategy for youth at risk, and how to promote and replicate them in other cities. 

Given that YES2002 is a working summit, the open session will provide delegates an opportunity to produce action plans that promote youth employment as a reintegration strategy for youth at risk. The information and practices shared in these sessions will help in the implementation of a strategy paper on youth at risk in cities, which among others aims at promoting youth employment.

The discussion will be introduced by keynote speakers who will present experiences on specific themes as relates to the open session focus and highlight innovative experiences and tools in the African cities of today. This will be followed by an open discussion with representatives of youth, local authorities and technical experts.  

TARGET PUBLIC

Youth leaders

Elected leaders and technical experts within both national and local authorities

Leaders of African and international NGOs and associations

International co-operation 

OUTCOMES
1. Dissemination of lessons learnt from cities which have undertaken youth crime prevention policies

2. Presentation of a strategy paper on youth at risk addressing the problem of youth crime and delinquency in Africa

3. Extension of the Safer Cities network in Africa through the initiation of a network of cities and youth in Africa to implement strategy and action plans on youth at risk.

TIME AND LOCATION

9 September 2002, 12.30 – 1.30 p.m.

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

Publications on Youth Offender Profiles in Dar es Salaam and Nairobi

CONTACTS:

Safer Cities: UN HABITAT, P.O. Box 67553, Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: +254-2-623706/3771/3500/4570; Fax: +254-2-623536

E-mail: Safer.Cities@unhabitat.org

