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Abstract:
The International Telecommunication Union “ITU”, the longest serving of all international organizations, was founded in 1865. Throughout its long history of over 137 years, ITU has been at the center stage of the rapid development of telecommunication and ICT (information and communication technologies) services. ITU is a global organization of 189 countries and about 700 sector members including private sector, ICT companies, operators and regulators.  Entering the 21st century, ITU will continue its prime-mover role in shaping the future of telecom. in particular and ICT in general with special attention to development issues and   social-economic benefits of ICT.
The World is indeed in the midst of a revolution, perhaps the greatest that humanity has ever experienced. The “information revolution” promises to transform human civilization and our lives in more fundamental ways than either the “agricultural revolution” thousands of years ago, or the “industrial revolution” a couple of centuries ago.  The global information society is evolving at a remarkable speed. The accelerating convergence between telecommunications, broadcasting, multimedia and ICT is driving new products and services, as well as new ways of conducting business. At the same time, commercial, social and professional opportunities are exploding as new markets open to competition and globalization.   This dynamic process promises a fundamental change in all aspects of our lives, including knowledge creation and dissemination, social interaction, economic and business practices, political engagement, media, education, health, and entertainment.
To benefit the world community, the successful and continued growth of this new information world of today requires global cooperation and harmonization in different business and social domains.    The UN General Assembly has called for a gathering of world leaders to discuss the ICT opportunities and challenges -- “World Summit on Information Society”.  WSIS will be organized by the ITU in 2 phases: Geneva 2003 and Tunisia 2005.     
This presentation aims at highlighting the opportunities and challenges offered by ICT in our current and future societies. Among the greatest opportunities is the creation of quality jobs for the world youth.  The presentation will address ICT-driven job creation and the role of the ITU in the development of ICT in different economies/societies for higher productivity and better life. The presentation will also discuss the agenda of the WSIS Summit.
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