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OPEN SESSION

YOUTH EMPLOYMENT SUMMIT
Alexandria, Egypt
 

BUILDING THE YOUTH VOICE (AND JOBS!)
Creating Employment Opportunities through Civic Engagement
 

 

More than half of the world’s population today is under 25, making youth the largest under-represented faction of society.  The biggest number of people ever is becoming of legal and voting age, yet their voices are barely heard more these days than they were thirty years ago.  Typically youth have the lowest voter turnout and, as a result, politicians have failed to appeal to them as a contingency or address their top issues. Without being fairly represented in governance, young people’s concerns and futures are simply not being taken fully into account.  

Youth naturally seek to be heard, involved in their community and employed by the best corporations.  They seek success with more fervor than any previous generation, armed with greater skills, possessing a natural propensity for the world’s foremost technology and now coming out to volunteer in record-setting numbers! 

Participants in this workshop will examine the overlap of 3 existing initiatives that focus on increasing youth representation (National Youth Agenda), recognizing their role in community development (Global Youth Service Day) and maximizing their employment opportunities (YES Networks).  Each of the projects will be presented and discussed and a joint strategy explored for the effective and cooperative realization of all three. 

Participants in the workshop will leave equipped with a tangible action plan that can be implemented following their return from the Summit and expanded throughout the 10-year Campaign being launched by the Summit.  The action plan will compliment the National Youth Employment Networks, helping participants play a significant role in enabling youth participation in policy-making in their country post-Summit, thereby increasing the employment opportunities through increased civic participation and representation.

The format of the session will begin with a facilitated discussion on the topic of youth civic engagement and employment.  The presenters will then describe each of the 3 initiatives, walking the participants through the process of setting up such a network in their country.  In smaller break-out groups, specific areas of overlap will be examined and defined, then their findings presented to the workshop participants.  In closing the session, the representatives of the 3 initiatives will outline a strategy for collaborative project development based on the avenues suggested during the workshop.

Co-Facilitators:

· Dumisani Nyoni (?)

Coordinator, Youth Employment Summit

· Bremley Lyngdoh

Former Indian Youth Representative, UN Millennium Assembly

Outreach Director, Global Youth ACTION Network

International Co-Coordinator, Global Youth Service Day

· Benjamin Quinto

Founder and Director, Global Youth Action Network

Associate Director, Foundation of America: Youth in Action

International Co-Coordinator, Global Youth Service Day

Needs:

· White Board / Erasable Marker

· Overhead Projector

