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Interview

Poonam Ahluwalia,

Executive Director, YES Campaign

labour force and reduce unemployment—a vision of the Youth Employment Summit campaign

initiated in 1998 —so that social cohesion is not undermined.
By Sobhanund Seeparsad

“Unemployed youth can

e Pooram Abluwalis,

Exeeutive  Director,

YES Campaign, says if
Jobs can be found for woung pec-
e, the “workfores bulee” can be
the basis for mere investment,
greater labour productivity and
rapid  economic  develaprnent.
This will generate rovenes for
social investments like health,
education and sodal securily, to
et the mesda olbath the cld and
the yrung and serire the basia for
fubure develspment.

Ome billlion young people (15-24
years cld), eighty-five percent in
developing eountries, are in the
labewir aarket with few skilla,
andd even fower cpportunities for
productive work. Nearly thres bil-
lion people, be hall the warkds
population, ars under the age of

spell disaster”

25, They are entering the diffr-
ent sectors of society in large
mumbers, pulling inmenss pres-
ires on governiments amind te
world to wake up and fare new
challenges. These include the
iteremmed nesd for jobe and lieli-
hoods, the growing need for
health care and edurstion,
inirenaing the strsss on the svi-
reament. The social and senom-
i disparities comtinue to grow,
increnaing the ueber of people
living below the poverty lise esch
day: Todmy, 1.3 billion people sur-
vive an less than a dallar a day

und 3 billicn people live on les
than $2 a dey High lewls of
unemployment and rapidly dete
rinrating standards of ving are
resulting in destructive social
unrest and dangerous levels of
tereion. This is mcat evident
arnang the youth who make up 50
perent; of the world's population.
Tremically, all of these challanges
re epleding ot o time when
humanity is more proapercus
than ever The kiowledge buse
and eonnectivity 1o erete oppor
tunities for sustainable liveli-
hoods for the world's youth are

available.

“The challenge s to rose
awaretess and build an adequate
understanding af the e we
fare and enllabormte in promating
youth employment. 1t is ensential
that knowdedge i disssminated,
capoeity s built, and the will gen-
erated to reschve this criais, and
build epportuitics for youth
employrment.”

This year's YES sumrmit mests
i Maircki, Henya
Septernber 15-16.

Leaders and members of the
T0 YES Country Networks and

fraen

other diverse stakeholders from
all over the warld will atéend the
sl b will be a forum to
sscdbrean the insue of creating mar.
kets for goods and services for
rural areas and unlenshing wide-
spread entrepreneurship effsrts
o eradiemte porety

“Innmeative policies, prsctioes
and bdess, will be shared and
used for initiating itteed s

warkehop based leyrming event o
build enpacity to comesptualize
programs and polices, build part.
nershipe for program implemen-
ooy b cernbak youth unemploy-
ment VES Kenya will inchude
Ministerial meetings, plenary
seanioms, apen fums, worlshops
and skills development wark-
shiopa * Mre Ahliwalin says.

She explaing unempleyient of
youth has farresching implios.
tiona on the labour market and
the society at large Tt contributes
o erob omic sxeluaion abd poverty
and increases the probobility of
fisture johleasteas and mesults in
the loes of & valwable contribution
o ecenomic sebiviky and growth
fromm ot of the most productive
elementa in soelety. It obatructa
the mevement of young pergls
from adolescsnce to adulthood
and in bum s a rejor couse of
crime and drug abuse. High lev-
ela of youth unempleyment can
alao lead to alienation from socd-
ey and distrust of demecmtic
politien] precessss. As o result,
socin] cohesice is undermined.

YES Camypaign, Mrs Ahluwalia
ubidersenres, hos identified fve

eellaberative action. YES Kenyo
prected o atlial o 2000

mrjor devel challenges
from  the UN  Millennium
Devel . Gaals (MDCa), and

people, of whom 1000 will be
souths. This will not be just an
event Tt will be arganised as a

Heart and soul of YES

Mrs Ahluwalia, o small, diminutive woman,
is the heart and soul of the YES movemend,
an initiative that has gahanized work athen.
tion on promoting youth smploymernt. She
did it by placing youth of the cenfre of devel-
apment effarts in their counties. Over the
last sight years she hax potiently forged the
pornerships nesded to seed this movermens,
which is now embedded in over 70 counibries,
and is bed by young visionary socal enfrepre.
ners.

‘Working of the world rencwnied Education
Developmert Canter (EDC], based in Bostan,
Mrz Ahluwalio bad the proverbial powerdul
mertar in the Prasident of EDC Jonet Whitla,
whe bought all her ‘unreassnalde seas’ ond
affered unstinting support fe Mre Ahluwolo
in her efforts fo cobalyze this ghobal move-
et Bebeving in the undeniohle powes of
“why not' Mrs Ahluwilc plinged heart and

soul info on unknown terin, powersd by
rething elee but o buming desire fo erodicate
jpoverty by focusing on youth employmert.

When Ahhwolio begon this pumey in
1998, she imviled Sam Duley Harris, Diredor
of the Microcredit Summit fo be her menbor.
Before prasing he gave her several bashs 1o
oocomplish in 2 weeks = to get institutional
suppod, fo gel her fumily to agree fo lkean her
1o the world for fhe next 10 ysars or mors,
ard get thres high level world leoders 1o
ogree to her vision ond join her in this
quest.. he did not realize ab that time that
this would be done in o wesk

wirs Ahluwolo firt hod o fomily mesting
where she shared with them that i they
agread io ket her dothis. .. she would seldam
sme them = they ogresd| She then colled her
EDC President on the phone, too intimideted

1o o see her in person, and thared her

vision. . the President agresd] She then
colled  Gertrude  Mongella,

husa ey basilding the knowlsdge
bape, comritment, anc progrorms
areimd them B youth engage-
wment and smployment. Thess
ehallenges are renewsbie energy:
st avd el

Generdl, Beijing Conference for ‘Women
imiting her to join the Youth Employment
Summit Orgonizing Commities - she
ogreed! Excited she caolled Dr M. 5.
Swaomindthan, wodd-ooddimed father of the
Indion Green Revolulion to invie him - he
ogreed] Buoyed by these sucomsses she mel
Baroness S hifey Williams, got her agresment
and then that of Robert Beich - now she had
o really ghabol Omonizing Committes with
Readers from Africo, Asia, Europe and fhe US.
Armed with this she colled Sam and he
ogreed to mentor her . she credits him with
clarifying her thoughts and ideas, ond work-
g with her fo set up the studire and
procasses that hove brought the YES
Campaign where # is todoy.

The key fo her success must be her infec-
fious srthusioem os Rolph Waldo Ermersan
once sioted 5o sloguently, “Enthusiosm i the
muother of effort and without # nothing gres
ws ever docamplshed *

and compunication tedusalogies,
rural  development,  and
HIVIAIDS.

e haee demonstrted excep-
Hanal crganizational skills, ghobal
crecibility, and local support to
bring attention to the pernicious
e of globual yeutl poverty, atd
the need t foeus an amployment
generation.

“Let us be dear. Hall-edusated,
unemployed  youth, with no
prospert of being intesrated into a
bebter future in o prescription fo
disaster, If young people do not
husve & atale in the ewisting sseisl
crder and politio] order, if they
do pot el there is a way
them, why abould they ssorifios
oy fior a better toenomomw? Why
should they have an interest in
pratecting the stakility and social
wafisty of that system®



