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Mongella irked by increasing joblessness

By Sem Mwakanjala

Policy-Makers, company owners, parents and guardians have been urged to make concerted efforts to create home-based job opportunities for the country’s estimated 7.14 million active youth “workforce” group.

Ambassador Gertude Mongella told Journalists and representatives of different Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) in Dar es Salaam on Thursday evening that the problem of unemployment has reached an alarming rate.

She said the problem largely contributes to fast spread of AIDS as some jobless youths have turned to immoral practices for their livelihood.

Speaking ahead of the Youth Employment Summit to be held in Alexandria, Egypt September 2002, she said the killer disease was a dreadful menace especially to the young productive age group.

The Summit is part of Global Campaign of action for the 500 million young adults facing poverty and joblessness worldwide.

She also urged the Government, industrial owners and civil society organizations to act jointly to bring the issue of sustainable youth livelihood for the benefit of current and future generations, and the country’s development.

Policy-makers should develop policy instruments, which will provide the jobless youths direct access to more job opportunities, education and vocational training, she said.

“Parents and guardians must be ready to invest in human resource development through imparting of life skills in their children, while national policy should provides a conducive environment in the provision of job opportunities to the unemployed youths,” she said.

Ambassodor Mongella, who is also a Member of Parliament (MP) for Ukerewe on CCM ticket, said most of the youths said to be self-employed in private sector do not have reliable business ventures because most of them deals with perishable commodities.
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