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TEN THINGS I CAN DO TO PROMOTE YOUTH EMPLOYMENT

Introduction

The Youth Employment Summit is launching a Decade Campaign of Action in 2002 so that an additional 500 Million young adults, especially youth facing poverty, will have productive and sustainable livelihoods by the year 2012.

The problem of youth unemployment can very easily be seen as one that only governments are able to address. It is important to realize that government intervention can only be successful, if done collaboratively with other stakeholders. To promote youth employment, and create sustainable livelihoods, it is crucial that we all work together, and that governments, employers, civil society, labor organizations, and other concerned stakeholders are enrolled and involved. The social, economic and environmental repercussions of youth unemployment impact all sectors of society. 

Each sector of society has a role to play in YES campaign to promote youth employment. As individuals and organizations there are several actions that we can take to contribute to this global campaign for Youth Employment. Given below is a list of TEN THINGS that you can do to promote youth employment: 

1. REGISTER FOR THE YOUTH EMPLOYMENT SUMMIT to learn more about the issues and the ways you can work to address them in your community. The Summit will be held from September 7 to 11 in the City of Alexandria, Egypt. You can now register online at www.youthemploymentsummit.org/register.html or by contacting Fred Clark via email at fred@youthemploymentsummit.org 

2. Form a YES Network in your community, area or country, to be champions of youth employment. A tool kit for developing this network is available from our website at  http://www.youthemploymentsummit.org/gkr/YES_Country_Network.pdf  Members of YES Networks work together to analyze the youth employment situation in their country and develop various possibilities to participate in addressing it. Examples of such actions include engaging governments to adjust employment policies to support youth or building participation in the Alexandria Summit.
3. Convene multi-stakeholder consultations/meetings with the aim of developing a concrete plan of action that will enjoy support from different areas of society. These meetings will have the mandate of producing an appropriate plan of action to address youth employment issues in their communities or within an area that falls under their sphere of influence. For support in organization a YES Consultation/Meeting, please write to Dumisani Nyoni at dumisani@youthemploymentsummit.org Toolkit on how to organize an event is also available online from

http://www.youthemploymentsummit.org/gkr/YESHandbook.pdf 

4. Make an appeal to your National/State/Local Government to recognise youth unemployment as a serious threat to the economic, social and political development of you country and urge them to take action to directly impact on the state of youth unemployment. Write to your Members of Parliament and Government representatives to air your concerns on the national platform. 

5. Ask your Government to participate in the Youth Employment Summit. This can be done through sending an official delegation led by an appropriate Government Minister to participate in the YES2002 Ministerial Conference.

6. Join the Global Alliance for Youth Employment by filling out our online form at http://www.youthemploymentsummit.org/alliance/gajoin.html All participants to the Summit will be members of the Global Alliance. To register for YES2002 you must become an Alliance member.
7. Be a Lead Agency or Information Hub in your Local Community or Country. This will involve several responsibilities such as disseminating print material about YES2002 to those who are not able to access the online resources.
8. Showcase good practices, programmes, polices and strategies that are working to promote youth employment. Others could benefit from your ideas and activities. Send us, examples of successful projects and policies in promoting youth employment. They shall be included in the Global Knowledge Resource that showcases best practices in youth employment.
9. Join our list serve discussion group, where there are lots of exciting people sharing ideas and information on the issue of youth employment. Log onto our discussion website at http://boards.edc.org:8080/~YES2002 to subscribe to the group
10. VOLUNTEER with YES2002! Simply send an email to Dumisani (dumisani@youthemploymentsummit.org) and indicate exactly what kind of work you are qualified in and what you would like to do as a part of our team. Our arms are always open!! 
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