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Introduction

Street Kids International (SKI) operates as a capacity-builder among a broad array of agencies serving children and youth that live and work on city streets in the developing, transitional and industrialized countries. In any given year, SKI is active in several countries in three to five world regions, developing and implementing programs of international and cross-cultural utility in association with local youth workers, their organizations and the youth they serve.

SKI workshops promote an approach that is respectful of young peoples’ ability to make changes at an individual, peer group and community level. At the same time, the workshops introduce immediately useful skills in harm-reduction, risk-management and livelihood accompaniment.  They equip workers to begin with youth ‘where they are’ and then help them move towards lives of risk prevention health promotion and improving economic opportunity.    

Street Business Toolkit

The Street Business Toolkit is a) a business course for street youth designed to provide them with a conceptual reference for their innate ability to negotiate and survive in a challenging economic environment and empower them to look for unique ways to improve their incomes; and b) a workshop for youth workers that equips them to deliver the Street Business Toolkit by exploring the resources and strategies included in the toolkit.

Street youth need business training that presents business as a realistic option, draws upon their existing knowledge, accommodates their levels of numeracy, literacy and formal thinking skills, and guides them in the development of their goals and ideas. Youth workers need training materials that have easy-to-follow instructions and guidelines, and their local agencies need a process they can build upon in enabling youth to start or improve their own viable businesses.

The Street Business Toolkit is comprehensive in its treatment of business fundamentals, appropriately simplified for its intended beneficiaries, colourful and engaging for youth, and designed to be delivered in a highly interactive and participatory form. The Toolkit can be used on its own by youth workers with youth, or in preparation for business start-up initiatives or more advanced business training.

Skills Building Workshop

SKI will facilitate a 2-hour workshop to highlight different approaches to using the Street Business Toolkit with youth and share the contents of the toolkit with participants.  

