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Entrepreneurship & Social Activism
Bridging the For-Profit & Non-Profit Divide
(Alt Titles:: Building the Bridge Between Entrepreneurship & Activism or Bridging the for-profit and non-profit sector)

 

 

In today's world, young people often struggle to find their place.  In communities they find few avenues for civic engagement, and in local businesses limited opportunity for employment.  Survival itself is often difficult, let alone working to make a difference.  But what if sustainable development (the non-profit social sector) could be linked with entrepreneurship (the for-profit corporate sector), unlocking the true potential of both corporate and social responsibility and providing sustainable livelihoods for a growing youth population?
 

In this workshop, participants will hear from two young entrepreneurs who have started for-profit and non-profit ventures that have grown to reach hundreds of thousands of people.  Hear the stories of how they accomplished this and what strategies they included to reach a high level of social impact at the same time.  
 

Following their presentations, the interactive workshop will engage the participants in the on-going development of an actual initiative that combines youth entrepreneurship, employment and the non-profit sector (i.e. the creation of a Public Relations company serving the youth market).
 

After a facilitated open discussion, the participants will then divide into smaller groups to discuss further linkages between the for-profit and non-profit sectors.  The participants themselves will help to select the sub-topics from the facilitated discussion, then joining the smaller group to explore a sample for-profit venture.  Examining different strategies to maximize the financial success of the venture, they will define the potential for social impact, the quantity and quality of jobs created and the populations served, as well as the causal benefits created by establishing such a corporation. 
 

Brief presentations will be made by each smaller group, highlighting the linkages they discovered and potential results that can be created between the for- and non-profit sectors through their proposed venture.  Another facilitated open session will help the participants narrow their focus and combine their strategies, identifying the logical next steps to establish the best model presented.  
 

In closing, a summary will be made by the presenters, outlining a potential impact chart over the course of the 10-year Youth Employment Campaign.  This case study will then become an initiative that continues post-Summit, in which the participants will have the choice of remaining involved.
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