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1. What were your expectations from the Summit?

I attended the summit with an open mind.  Since it was the first of its kind I really had no idea what to expect, although having attended other large international meetings I was expecting lots of talk with little action and youth to be treated as tokens, rather than active participants who truly have great ideas, energy, knowledge and talent to offer.  I expected squabbling, posturing, self-aggrandizement, and very little action.  But the way I ended up going to the summit felt, well, like magic.  I could feel that the energy of this meeting was different, even before I went, but I wasn't quite sure how it was different.

2. Do you think that your expectations are met?

I'm happy to say that my expectations were not met!  This summit was absolutely refreshing when compared to other large international meetings I have attended.  The Youth Employment Summit 2002 had an energy to it where the whole was much greater than the sum of its parts.  I could just feel the synergy, the energy, and the sincere commitment to action among the participants and in the air.  Everyone was so excited to be there!  Youth from all over the world were connecting on a positive, constructive level, embracing each other's differences as opportunities for learning rather than obstacles to be overcome.  And the youth were given a place of honor, as revered guests, not just tokens or, worse yet, objects of discussion and not active participants.

One of the best parts about it was the accessibility of the "important people".  Through the smaller panel discussions youth had unprecedented access to the ears of major international players who could help advise them.  Everyone involved seemed so sincere and optimistic about making a difference.  I am so used to insincere people who say one thing and then do another.  There was none of that.  Good people, with good hearts and good ideas, and YES gave them all the connections and the resource leads to turn the individual and collective visions into reality.

3. Briefly describe your own experience at the summit (new contacts, new ideas and innovative strategies).

I met over two hundred people at the summit and the synergies that resulted keep presenting themselves to me.  I am currently working on several partnerships, on a personal and professional level, and am honored to be serving as a bit of a mentor for several youth who have written me personally for advice on how to be an entrepreneur.  Specifically, one of the groups I am involved with is SustainUS, the U.S. youth voice for sustainability.  After I told SustainUS about the summit and how critical it was that we focus on the creation of sustainable jobs, they added that to their platform and appointed me to coordinate a new offshoot of SustainUS called SustainUS YP (for Young Professionals).  SustainUS YP is now working with other groups I met at the summit, including the International Young Professionals Foundation.  On a personal level, I am also honored to be helping the youth in Afghanistan to overcome the challenges they face in building a stable democracy, which will help them to enjoy a prosperous economy.  I have just created an e-zine called "Commingle" that will help to connect all the great people I met at YES and their stories.  I should be sending it to all my YES contacts in a week or so.  And I have a sneaking suspicion that the incredible synergy, the magic of YES, is really just beginning for me...

4. Your most valuable comments on the Summit.

The task before us may seem overwhelming.  500 million new, sustainable, GOOD, youth jobs?  In ten years?  But it can be done and will be done.  I am confident of this.  As a young woman technology entrepreneur I felt like a true inspiration to so many people I met, especially other young women, who had great ideas and wanted to know how to make them happen.  Just a little bit of support and encouragement can go a long way for someone who doesn't know if they have what it takes to succeed.  YES made all youth participants honored delegates, boosting their confidence, and giving them a glimpse of their bright new future.  Without hope, nothing will ever succeed.  Hope cannot be manufactured, it must be sincere.  I believe that was the most important contribution YES made for many youth.  YES gave them HOPE, a priceless requisite for the fulfillment of their dreams.

5. Your ideas for the Campaign?

The world has been divided too long between various causes.  YES embodies all of them: society, economy, environment, education, and human empowerment issues were all given pedestals of equal importance at YES.  It is this integration between the many important issues of the world that will solve the world's problems.  Treating any of them in a vacuum will make more problems than it solves.  

At YES the goal was articulated simply and straightforward: our task is to create 500 million sustainable jobs for youth.  So much is packed into those few words.  My goal is to spread this message as much as I can, to rally all people I know behind it.  This message should be disseminated aggressively, everywhere, as a united goal for all.  Imagine business interests having the same goal, articulated the same way, as environmental interests, as human rights interests.... to get the world to walk hand in hand toward the same cause and to speak in a united voice is the most powerful force for change possible.  It can make miracles happen!

Other things I think YES should start doing?

· create business incubators for youth, including both physical support and "virtual" incubators, 

· provide matchmaking services for those with great ideas with those who have the resources or expertise to help implement them, including writing letters of recommendation for YES youth delegates looking for support,

· provide a direct vehicle for earning money for youth: help spread the word & market products from youth enterprises and perhaps create an e-commerce website where youth can sell their goods and services to others directly over the Internet, without having to set up their own businesses or apply for their own merchant accounts.

If this is something YES or any of its partners would be interested in, contact me directly.  Smart Mediary Systems already has the foundation set up for this, the merchant account, transaction processing, customer account management, all the back-end programming, for the sale of both digital and physical goods online.  We'd like to create a "youth product marketplace" as a vehicle for youth to earn hard currency directly and immediately, which will help them to fund their independent innovations and enterprises.

You can contact Lockey White at www.smartmediarysystems.com
